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DRAFT 

MINUTES – REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING 

TOWN OF BARNET, VERMONT 

MONDAY, 13 JULY 2026 

Meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in-person at Barnet Town Hall (154 Church Street) and via 
GoToMeeting telephone/online conference. This meeting was recorded via GoToMeeting.  

Board members participating: 
- In-person: Dylan Ford (presiding co-chair), Benjamin Gates, and Benjamin Adams. 
- Via GoToMeeting online video conference: None. 

 
Other Town officials and employees participating: 

- In-person: Road Foreman Mark Chase, Town Clerk Benjamin Heisholt, and Fire & Rescue 
Chief Ronald Morse. 

- Via GoToMeeting online video conference: None. 
 

Members of the public participating:  
- In-person: None. 
- Via GoToMeeting online video conference: Robert Blechl and Michael Miller.  

 
Approval of Minutes 
1. Consideration of approval of minutes of regular meeting held 22 June 2026 
Appearances by Members of the Public 

• Mr. Adams moved to approve as presented the minutes of the regular meeting held 22 June 
2026. Seconded by Mr. Gates and approved by voice vote.  

 
2. Other business presented by members of the public 
There was no other business presented by members of the public.  
 
Appearances by Town Officers 
3. Appearance by Road Foreman Mark Chase regarding Highway Department matters; take 

any action 
a. Consideration of, and take any action on, proposals received for 2026 flood recovery 

projects design and construction oversight services (for replacement of structures 
damaged or destroyed: Bridge #34, Bridge #41, and Bridge #44) 
The Board reviewed technical and cost proposals received from two engineering firms: 
DuBois & King, Inc. and Ruggles Engineering Services, Inc. Mr. Gates spoke on behalf of 
the Selection Committee, which consisted of himself and Road Foreman Mark Chase. He 
discussed the merits of the two proposals and indicated that the Committee believed both 
firms were qualified to perform the work. The Committee evaluated the technical proposals 
on ten criteria with 100-point weighted scale. The total scores for each were 93 for Ruggles 
Engineering Services, Inc. and 89 for DuBois & King, Inc. Mr. Gates also discussed the 
cost proposals; the total cost for DuBois & King, Inc. is $785,957; the total cost for Ruggles 
Engineering Services, Inc. is $121,162. Mr. Gates indicated that the Selection Committee 
recommends that the Board accept the proposal of Ruggles Engineering Services, Inc. 
Discussion ensued.  
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• Mr. Gates moved that the Board accept the proposal of Ruggles Engineering Services, 
Inc. Seconded by Mr. Adams and approved by voice vote.  
 

b. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Vermont Agency of 
Transportation with recommendation of closure of Bridge #42 on Garland Hill 

i. Consideration of, and take any action on, installation of temporary bridge 
Mr. Chase reported he is in the process of investigating pricing for installation and 
rental of a temporary bridge. Discussion ensued.  
 

ii. Consideration of, and take any action on, planning for repairs or replacement 
of existing bridge structure 
Mr. Chase discussed the early stages of the project of replacing the existing bridge 
structure, to begin with seeking engineering services.  
 

c. Consideration of, and take any action on, applications for Uniform Municipal 
Excess Weight Permits 
• The Board reviewed and approved the fleet application of Manchester Brook Materials. 

 
d. Consideration of, and take any action on, progress report on reimbursement funding 

for July 2024 flooding disaster  
The Board reviewed an updated project tracking spreadsheet presented by Treasurer 
Benjamin Heisholt. This reflects that the Town has received $1.956 million of anticipated 
$1.978 million federal Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) project 
reimbursements. None of the anticipated $330,000 state FEMA projects reimbursements or 
$1.16 million Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) projects reimbursements have been 
received to date. Mr. Heisholt discussed ongoing communications with FEMA and FHWA 
representatives.  
• No action taken.  
 

e. Other business 
No other business was discussed.  
 

4. Other business presented by other town officers 
a. Consideration of, and take any action taken on, appearance of Justices of the Peace 

election the back of 3 November 2026 General Election ballot 
Town Clerk Benjamin Heisholt asked the Board if they would approve the addition of the 
Justice of the Peace election to the back of the 3 November 2026 General Election ballot. 
This is a longstanding practice in Barnet, but now must be approved by the Selectboard 
because the ballots will be mailed to each active voter by the Vermont Secretary of State’s 
Office. Discussion ensued.  

• Mr. Gates moved to approve the appearance of the Justice of the Peace election on 
the back of the 3 November 2026 General Election ballot. Seconded by Mr. Adams 
and approved by voice vote.  

 
b. Appearance by Harvey’s Lake Beach Committee member Kathleen Monroe 

regarding Lake Harvey Day activities 
Ms. Monroe appeared and asked the Board regarding the following matters: 

i. Approval of purchase of food and other items for fundraisers. 
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• The Board indicated that the Beach Committee may purchase items as needed 
within the bounds of the Beach budget and the purchasing policy without 
Board approval.  

ii. Traffic control for Beach events, particularly fireworks. 
• The Board requested that the Beach Committee encourage Lake Harvey 

Association to contact the Caledonia County Sheriff's Department regarding 
traffic control.  

 
New Business 
5. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Vermont Department of 

Taxes regarding requirement to reappraise Education Grand List properties 
The Board reviewed a letter notifying the Town that it must reappraise Education Grand List 
properties. Discussion ensued.  
• The Board noted that it has already contracted with New England Municipal Resource Center 

for townwide reappraisal.  
 

6. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Vermont Department of 
Taxes regarding communications network infrastructure Grand List valuation and tax 
appeal process 
The Board reviewed an email from Property Valuation and Review (PVR) District Advisor 
Barbara Schlesinger, information from the PVR website, and a tax appeal from Vermont 
Telephone Company from the decision of the Listers to the Board of Civil Authority, which 
includes a proposed stipulation agreement between the Vermont Telephone Company and the 
Town. Discussion ensued.  
• The Board agreed to request that Town Attorney James Barlow review and advise regarding 

the proposed stipulation agreement with Vermont Telephone Company.  
 

7. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks & Recreation regarding forest fire and fire prevention statue changes 

The Board reviewed an email detailing changes to forest fire laws resulting from the enactment of 
Act 162 of 2026. These changes went into effect 1 July 2026. Fire & Rescue Chief Ronald Morse 
appeared and discussed the changes with the Board.  

• No action taken.  
 
8. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Harvey’s Lake Beach 

Committee member Jen Kierstead regarding resignation 
The Board reviewed an email indicating that Ms. Kierstead has resigned from the Beach Committee 
effective 7 July 2026. Discussion ensued.  

• Mr. Gates moved to accept Ms. Kierstead’s resignation. Seconded by Mr. Adams and 
approved by voice vote.  
 

9. Consideration of, and take any action on, library use of Town Hall on July 30th for 
opening speaker talk by Peggy Pearl on importance of Ben’s Mill in local timeline of 
innovation 

Library Director Ms. Ford discussed the upcoming Smithsonian exhibition at the library, which will 
include a talk by Peggy Pearl on July 30. Ms. Ford requested permission to host the talk at the Town 
Hall.  

• Mr. Gates moved to approve the use of the Town Hall for the library event described by Ms. 
Ford. Seconded by Mr. Adams and approved by voice vote.  
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10. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Northeastern Vermont 
Development Association (NVDA) regarding adoption and state approval process for 
2026 regional plan 

The Board reviewed an email and attachments notifying the Town that NVDA’s 2026 Regional Plan 
was submitted to the Land Use Review Board on May 26 for pre-application review. On July 29 a 
public hearing will be held.  

• No action taken.  
 
11. Other business presented by Selectboard 

a. Consideration of, and take any action on, approval of licensing for substitute 
tobacco products at West Barnet Quick Stop 
Mr. Adams reported that West Barnet Quick Stop had inquired if the Board would consider 
approval of the sale of “Zyn” pouches under the store’s tobacco license. Discussion ensued.  
• The Board agreed not to consider approval of the sale of the proposed products at this 

time.  
 

Old Business 
12. Consideration of, and take any action on, correspondence from Passumpsic Fire District 

#1 regarding resignation of Fire District officers 
Ms. Ford reported that there was no information to report or discuss regarding this matter.  
 
13. Consideration of, and take any action on, library electrical upgrades 
The Board reviewed an estimate from Ash Electric for upgrades as discussed at previous Board 
meetings. Total estimate of $15,717.00 for four separate projects. Library Director Ms. Ford reported 
that she had instructed Ash Electric to commence work essential to an upcoming library exhibit, 
which will not exceed the $5,000 previously approved by the Board. Discussion ensued.  

• The Board agreed to inquire into the availability of the St. Johnsbury Academy electrical 
program to perform some of the work in the estimate.  
 

14. Consideration of, and take any action on, proposed change of speed limit on Harvey 
Mountain Road 

Ms. Ford reported that in the coming weeks Constable David Stevenson periodically will be in the 
field at the site of the proposed speed limit change to perform a speed study. Once the study is 
completed, he will report back to the Board.  

• No action taken.  
 
15. Consideration of, and take any action on, proposed adoption of Parking Ordinance 
Town Clerk Benjamin Heisholt reported that the ordinance, first considered and voted on in 
principle on 8 June 2026, is now in its final form and prepared for signature. The Board read the final 
draft of the ordinance.  

• Mr. Gates moved to adopt the ordinance as presented at this meeting. Seconded by Mr. 
Adams and approved by voice vote. The Board signed the ordinance. A copy of the approved 
ordinance is attached to the end of these minutes.  

 
Check Warrants 
16. Consideration of approval of outstanding check warrants 

• The Board reviewed and approved all outstanding check warrants. 
 
Adjournment 
17. Adjournment 
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• Mr. Gates moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Adams and approved by voice 
vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 
A true copy. Attest: ___________________________ Town Clerk  
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