Town of Barnet

Board of Listers

Grievance Hearings

June 25, 2025

John Fairchild, Nancy Bishop, Celina Wright

Meeting was opened at 9:03 am.

Anthony larrapino and Gerry Haase, representing Shambhala dba Karme Choling reviewed
points in grievance letter received by Listers.

1) the main building is primarily used for pious purposes, therefore statue requires the
value of the entire building be exempt. The room by room valuation is not supported by
statue, and further explained by case law Mangala Shri Bhuti v. Town of Vershire.

2) the Buddhist religion, particularly the branch that Karme Choling is part of, worships

outdoors and considers the land sacred. Gerry explained the history of the land of Karme
Choling, including rituals to consecrate the land by the holy leaders. Karme Choling is a
place of pilgrimage, and the land is considered a living being with desighated body, speech
and mind.

3) Listers explained that we have only three cabins on the assessment, not the actual
number of cabins (7). So, all cabins have been exempted.

Gerry spoke of the history of land centers, which were created to host group practices.
Anthony explained that two acres are not meant to be a limit of land to be exempted,
according to his discussion with PVR district advisors. In one example, a monastery in
Vermont had 40 acres exempt. All land reasonably necessary to practice should be
exempt. All Karme Choling land is open to the public. He states it is important for the
unique religious tradition of Buddhism to be recognized. Karme Choling is requesting all its
land be pious exempt. The parking lot is already exempt by statue.

Karme Choling once had over 700 acres, and has sold land that is not integral to its
religious practices. The land owned now is considered integral to its practices.

Karme Choling is not appealing the pious decision of non-exempt for the property on Carter
Street.

Discussion of overnight stays. Listers asked question about the Vershire case law decision,
does that property house worshippers overnight? Anthony stated he thought that case was
a correct statement of the law, but not a correct application of the law. Gerry spoke that the



full observation of Buddhist religion needs an immersion in the practice. To truly experience
the full observation of Buddhist religion, you have to be there.

The religious exemption includes equal treatment for all religions and advancing other
goals for society.

Meeting was suspended.

Meeting was reopened at 10:30 am.

Jeff Pratt had questions. Listers explained they made an error. The tiny house was originally
set up as an outbuilding apartment, and later changed to a tiny house. When the tiny house
was added, the outbuilding apartment was not taken off. Listers will remove the
outbuilding apartment, which will decrease the assessment by $15,600.

Meeting was suspended.

Meeting was reopened at 11:00 am and adjourned.

Meeting was opened at 4:00 pm. Listers informed Wendy Raeder her change of assessment
was related to a Homestead Declaration filing showing 30% rental use and also
business/rental use of outbuildings.

Meeting was suspended.

Meeting was reopened at 4:20 pm. Lisa Delabruere had an appointment by phone. She
explained the condition of the property. She has also provided an assessment done by a
real estate agent. Lisa has had two offers since putting the house on the market, both for
significantly less than assessed value.

Meeting was suspended.

Meeting was reopened at 4:38 pm. Peter Lewis had questions about how the assessments
are calculated.

Meeting was suspended.

Meeting was reopened at 6:00 pm and adjourned.



