FINAL MINUTES 06-AUG-2024

Town of Barnet Planning Commission & Zoning Board (Board) Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date & Time: August 6, 2024, 7:00 p.m.

Location: Barnet Fire Station — 151 Bimson Drive, Barnet, VT 05821.

Board Members Present: Benjamin Adams, Bruce Denio, Trent Roy, Susan Sinclair, Eric Skovsted and

Jake Stevenson. All attended in person.
Also Present: N/A.

Members of the Public Present: Warren Dow, Patricia McWilliams Johnston, Patrick McWilliams,
Arthur Roy, ITI, Arthur Roy, Jr., and Debra Roy. Nick Lizotte attended by video/phone.

General Hearing Minutes:
Roll Call: Vice Chairman Adams called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and initiated a roll call of
Board members present. Sinclair informed the Board and other attendees that the meeting is being

recorded as required for Vermont’s meeting laws.

Public Hearing Minutes:

Application #19-24 received on June 13, 2024 from applicants Patrick McWilliams and
Patricia Johnson-McWilliams for a residential garage. The application will be reviewed under
§402 Required Frontage on, or Access to, Public Roads or Public Waters of the Zoning
Bylaws of Barnet, VT.

o0 Adams read the hearing warning and procedures and discussed the application
request. He asked McWilliams and Johson-McWilliams if his summary was correct
and if they wished to present further clarification or additional information to the
Board. They confirmed Adams’s reading was correct and complete.

o Discussion ensued.

e Motion/Vote/Decision: Based on the information provided by the application and the
Board’s discussion, Adams made a motion to approve the permit application. Denio seconded.

The Board unanimously voted in favor of the motion.
The internet connection to the building was disrupted and Lizotte lost connection with the meeting.

While the technical difficulty was being addressed, Adams offered McDow to speak to the Board rather
than wait for the Regular Meeting.
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McDow informed the Board of disputes that were at issue with a neighbor abutting his property. The
disputes involved noise complaints due to the neighbor’s animals and signage the neighbor placed
facing his property. Adams explained that the Board can only weigh in on permit-related questions
and generally cannot resolve disputes between parties unless they are directly addressed in the Zoning
by-laws. Neither complaints are related to the Zoning by-laws and therefore the Board cannot provide

a resolution.

McDow inquired about zoning permit(s) that might be required for work he has to do to reroute
water as a result of the recent floods. Adams informed him that there are no zoning by-laws about the
topic and suggested he speak to Barnet’s Road Foreman, Mark Chase, for more guidance if the water

was going to be rerouted to the road.

Lastly, McDow asked about zoning permit requirements to build a fence around his property. Adams

responded that a permit is needed for fences higher than six feet.

Appeal Hearing Minutes:

Nick Lizotte rejoined the meeting by phone.

e Hearing: Appeals submitted by Nicholas Lizotte of 279 Shoreline Drive related to the
denial of permit application #04-24 for 279 Shoreline Drive as the applicant claims
the lots are served by off-lot water and the proposal meets the requirements for
subdivision.

® Lizotte began to address water rights to the property by reading a deed granted to prior owners
in 1906 and another document related to the right of way that applied to previous owners
(different from aforementioned prior owners.) These documents were not available for the
Board to review.

e Lizotte and the Board discussed property lines based on the maps made available to the Board
(during the original permit request), and the findings of the Board’s July 1, 2024 site visit.
Lizotte indicated he had a different survey map and would provide it to the Board.

e Arthur Roy, Jr. informed the Board that he has entered into litigation with Lizotte over
boundary lines and Lizotte has been informed of the suit.

e Sinclair informed Lizotte that he must attend the next meeting in person and present the
Board with all materials he has available to justify the issues at hand related to the permit and
suggested that the Board receive the materials 7 days in advance in the meeting.

® The Board agreed to defer a decision until the next meeting. Roy made a motion to defer the

decision, Adams seconded. All others present were in favor..
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Regular Meeting Minutes:

e Agenda #1 - Edit/Approve July minutes:
o Roy made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Adams seconded. All others
present voted in favor.
e Agenda #2 - New/Proposed Agenda Items:
o None
e Agenda #3 - New Business/Zoning Administrative Officer (ZAO) Update:

o Sinclair discussed recent permits, as reported to her by Warden, that might come
before the Board. She noted that Warden informed her that future permits,
particularly related to permits needed to rebuild structures destroyed in the recent

floods may be more complicated to authorize.
e Agenda #4 - Continuing/Other Business:

o Sinclair revisited a discussion previously addressed by Shirley Warden related to
appointing a Deputy Zoning Officer to assist her transition to retirement. She noted
that the Deputy Zoning Officer would not have authority to issue permits or other
general zoning authority unless Warden, as ZAO, was unavailable or unable to do so.
Sinclair noted that if the Board agreed to appoint a Deputy Zoning Officer, the bylaws

would need to be amended to allow for the position.

Discussion ensued. The Board decided not to create a Deputy Zoning Officer

position. Skovsted made a motion, Adams seconded. All voted in favor.

e Agenda #5 - Correspondence:
o No discussion.
e Agenda #6 - Adjourn: Adams asked if there was any further business before the Board; all
present agreed there was none. He motioned to adjourn the meeting; all present were in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Draft submitted August 26, 2024, by:

Susan Sinclair

Planning Commission and Zoning Board Secretary
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