
‭APPROVED MINUTES 08/06/2024‬

‭Town of Barnet Planning Commission & Zoning Board (Board) Meeting Minutes‬

‭Meeting Date & Time:‬ ‭July 9, 2024, 7:00 p.m.‬

‭Location:‬‭Barnet Fire Station – 151 Bimson Drive,‬‭Barnet, VT 05821‬

‭Board Members Present:‬ ‭Benjamin Adams, Bruce Denio,‬ ‭Zachary Mangione, Dennis McLam, Trent‬
‭Roy, Susan Sinclair and Eric Skovsted.  All attended in person.‬

‭Also Present:‬‭Shirley Warden – Barnet Zoning Administrative‬‭Officer‬

‭Members of the Public Present:‬ ‭Jonathan Brown, Mary‬‭Jane Egerton, Christina Keiper, Quinton‬
‭Liberty, Arthur Roy, Jr. and Debra Roy.‬

‭Appeal Hearing Minutes:‬

‭Roll Call:  Chairman McLam called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and initiated a roll call of Board‬
‭members present.   Sinclair informed the Board and other attendees that the meeting is being required‬
‭to comply with Vermont’s new meeting laws.‬

‭●‬ ‭Hearing:  Appeals submitted by Nicholas Lizotte of 279 Shoreline Drive related to (1)‬
‭Denial of permit application #04-24 for 279 Shoreline Drive as the applicant claims‬
‭the lots are served by off-lot water and the proposal meets the requirements for‬
‭subdivision, and (3) Notice of Violations issued July 26, 2023, November 30, 2023 and‬
‭May 15, 2024 claiming he did not receive the Notices and/or the building in question‬
‭is not new constructi‬‭on.‬

‭●‬ ‭Lizotte was unavailable to attend the meeting.‬
‭●‬ ‭The Board discussed the Notice of Violation appeals in light of the Board’s July 1, 2024 site‬

‭visit to Lizotte’s property at 279 Shoreline Drive.  The Board and Warden reviewed the relevant‬
‭bylaws related to construction.‬

‭●‬ ‭Motion/Vote/Decision:‬‭After thorough discussion, Denio‬‭made a motion to deny the‬
‭appeals related to the Notice of Violations, Adams seconded.  McLam, Roy and Sinclair‬
‭concurre‬‭d.  Mangione and Sko‬‭vstead abstained as they‬‭were not present at the hearing or the‬
‭site visit.‬
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‭The Board agreed to defer the discussion related to the denial of permit 04-24 until the August‬
‭meeting. McLam noted that no further extensions related to this appeal will be granted after‬
‭the August hearing.‬

‭Regular Meeting Minutes:‬

‭●‬ ‭Agenda #1 - Edit/Approve June minutes:‬
‭○‬ ‭Mary Jane Egerton presented the Board with a letter she had prepared requesting‬

‭revisions to the draft minutes of‬‭the June 11, 2024‬‭meeting.  Mc‬‭Lam read the letter to‬
‭the Board and discussion ensued.  Egerton noted that while the meeting minutes draft,‬
‭as written, reflected the meeting discussion; her suggested revisions would add clarity‬
‭related to the decision made.  The Board and Warden reviewed the existing Shoreline‬
‭Regulations in the Zoning Bylaws.  After discussing the revisions with Egerton, the‬
‭Board declined to include the suggested revisions.‬

‭○‬ ‭Sinclair informed the Board that she had received emails from two members of the‬
‭public that attend‬‭ed the June 11, 2024 meetin‬‭g requesting‬‭specific language be‬
‭included in the minutes before the draft was reviewed by the Board.  She noted that‬
‭copies of the emails were included in the meeting materials for tonight’s meeting.  She‬
‭clarified that she had drafted the minutes based on her record of the meeting’s activities‬
‭without regard to the language suggested.‬

‭○‬ ‭McLam made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Denio seconded.  Skovstead‬
‭and Mangione abstained as they had not attended the last meeting.  All others present‬
‭voted in favor.‬

‭●‬ ‭Agenda #2 - New/Proposed Agenda Items:‬
‭○‬ ‭McLam offered Brown the opportunity to present to the Board.   Referring to the‬

‭appeal currently in process with the Board  related to buildings constructed on a‬
‭floodplain, he informed the Board of several projects he has undertaken to fortify land‬
‭near and around these buildings.  He asked the Board to provide clear direction as to‬
‭where he can build and/or locate structures on his property.  Brown noted a new‬
‭floodplain map has been drafted but not yet sent to the Zoning Administrative Officer.‬

‭■‬ ‭Warden questioned Brown and Liberty as to new construction to the property‬
‭and noted she had not received any permit applications for those buildings.‬
‭She also noted the existing floodplain maps available to the Zoning‬
‭Administrative Office related to the property are inconclusive;  Brown and‬
‭Liberty are obligated to demonstrate the floodplain boundaries related to all‬
‭structures on the property.‬
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‭■‬ ‭McLam, Skovstead, Adams and Warden discussed the relevant Zoning bylaws‬
‭and procedures related to Mr. Brown’s denied permit.   Board discussion‬
‭ensued.  The Board suggested Brown provide a copy of the new map to the‬
‭Zoning Administrative Officer as soon as possible and appeal the denial of the‬
‭permits in order to schedule another Board hearing.‬

‭●‬ ‭Agenda #3 - New Business/Zoning Administrative Officer Update:‬
‭○‬ ‭Warden informed the Board of the Vermont League of Cities & Towns October 1-2‬

‭training.‬
‭○‬ ‭Warden reviewed recent permits that might come before the Board.‬
‭○‬ ‭Regarding Board membership and roles:‬

‭■‬ ‭Adams, McLam and Sinclair will continue their respective roles as Vice Chair,‬
‭Chair, and Secretary.‬

‭■‬ ‭Mangione agreed to continue as a Member of the Board.‬
‭■‬ ‭Adams confirmed that Stevenson wishes to continue as a Member of the‬

‭Board.‬
‭●‬ ‭Agenda #4 - Continuing/Other Business:‬

‭○‬ ‭No discussion.‬
‭●‬ ‭Agenda #5 - Correspondence:‬

‭○‬ ‭No discussion.‬
‭●‬ ‭Agenda #6 - Adjourn:  McLam asked if there was any further business before the Board; all‬

‭present agreed there was none. McLam motioned to adjourn the meeting; all present were in‬
‭favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.‬

‭Draft submitted July 12, 2024, by:‬

‭Susan Sinclair‬
‭Planning Commission and Zoning Board Secretary‬
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