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MINUTES 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

Floor Meeting Portion 
 

TOWN OF BARNET, VERMONT 
  MARCH 3, 2020 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. at the Barnet Elementary School gymnasium by 
Moderator Dennis McLam. Mr. McLam led the salute to the flag.  
           
The legal voters of the Town of Barnet, Vermont are hereby warned and notified to meet at the 
Barnet School (163 Kid Row) in said Town on Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 10 o’clock in the 
forenoon (a.m.) to transact the following business from the floor: 
 
 
ARTICLE 1. To elect a Moderator. 

• Moderator stated that one-year term of Dennis McLam is expiring.  

• Dennis McLam nominated by William Biddle. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Dennis McLam. 
 
The Moderator allowed a brief intermission in the meeting for Vermont legislator Marcia Martel 
to speak regarding various recent actions and potential future actions of the legislature. With the 
voters’ approval, non-voter Ms. Martel was allowed to speak.  
 
ARTICLE 2. To elect all other Town Officers as required by law and additional Town Officers 

as approved by the voters. 
Selectboard 

• Moderator stated that the three-year term of Dylan Ford is expiring.  

• Dylan Ford nominated by Benjamin Gates. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot Dylan Ford. 
 
Lister 

• Moderator stated that the three-year term of Sarah Cook is expiring.  

• Sarah Cook nominated by Shirley Warden 

• John Fairchild nominated by Charles McAlpine.  

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• A paper ballot is required for the office of Lister. Paper ballots were distributed, voted, and 
counted by the Board of Civil Authority. 

• Moderator announced that 131 total votes were cast. 66 votes were required for election. 76 
votes were cast for Sarah Cook, 55 votes were cast for John Fairchild.   

• Moderator stated that Sarah Cook was elected. 
 
Lister 

• Moderator stated that this office has one year remaining of a three-year term. Michael Walsh 
resigned, and a replacement was not appointed.  
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• John Fairchild nominated by Sarah Cook.  

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot John Fairchild. 
 
Auditor  

• Moderator stated that the three-year term of Joseph Breidenstein is expiring. 

• Joseph Breidenstein nominated.  

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Joseph Breidenstein. 
 
Collector of Delinquent Tax 

• Moderator stated that the one-year term of Lisa Bowden is expiring.  

• Lisa Bowden nominated by Kevin Daniels. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Lisa Bowden. 
 

Grand Juror 

• Moderator stated that the one-year term of David Willis is expiring.  

• David Willis nominated by Mona Marceau. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for David Willis.  
 
Town Agent 

• Moderator stated that one-year term of Steven Adler is expiring.  

• Steven Adler nominated by Caroline Demaio.  

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Steven Adler.  
 

Trustee of Public Funds 

• Moderator stated that three-year term of Merle Fitzgerald is expiring.  

• Merle Fitzgerald nominated by Mona Marceau. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Merle Fitzgerald. 
 

Library Trustee 

• Moderator stated that five-year term of Susan Roberts is expiring. 

• Laura Goldberg nominated by Susan Roberts. 

• Hearing no further nominations, Moderator announced that nominations would cease. 

• Moderator instructed Town Clerk to cast one ballot for Laura Goldberg. 
 
 
ARTICLE 3. To consider and act upon the report of the Town Auditors. 

• Caroline Demaio moved to accept the report of the Town Auditors as it appears on page twenty-
eight of the Town Report. Seconded by Mona Marceau. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
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ARTICLE 4. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars 

($250.00) to the American Red Cross of New Hampshire and Vermont? 

• Mona Marceau moved the article as warned. Seconded by Reeve Tripp. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 5. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

to the Barnet Historical Society to be used for maintaining the Goodwillie 
House? 

• Merle Fitzgerald moved the article as warned. Seconded. 

• Sarah Cook spoke, asking how the 2019 appropriation was used. 
o Historical Society member Roseann Leute spoke, indicating that the funds were used at the 

Goodwillie House for shades, maintenance of the security system, some exterior painting, and for 
conservation of records and genealogical research.  

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 6. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

to the Barnet Historical Society to be used for conservation and preservation of 
collections of historical materials associated with the township of Barnet?  

• David Warden moved the article as warned. Seconded. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 7. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Three Hundred 

Dollars ($2,300.00) to Caledonia Home Health Care & Hospice? 

• Celina Wright moved the article as warned. Seconded by Rebecca Boardman. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 8. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

to Catamount Arts? 

• Charles McAlpine moved the article as warned. Seconded by Mona Marceau. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 9. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred 

Dollars ($1,700.00) to Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium? 

• Rachel Kittredge moved the article as warned. Seconded by Merle Fitzgerald. 

• Voter and Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium employee Robert Farlice-Rubio spoke about new 
exhibits and displays at the museum, and reminded voters that this appropriation entitles voters to 
free access to the museum. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 10. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

to Kingdom Animal Shelter? 

• Caroline Demaio moved the article as warned. Seconded by Reeve Tripp. 

• Hez Somers asked what benefits the Town receives from the Kingdom Animal Shelter. 
o Brynn Evans, who indicated that she does not have any association with Kingdom Animal 

Shelter, stated that she believes the shelter provides shelter to stray cats. 
o  Hez Somers stated that in his many years of experience as a farmer he has found it to be true 
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that, “there is a time to live, and a time to die.” 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 11. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) to Northeast Kingdom Council on Aging? 

• William Marshall moved the article as warned. Seconded. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 12. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred 

Seventy-Five Dollars ($1,775.00) to Northeast Kingdom Human Services, Inc.? 

• Mona Marceau moved the article as warned. Seconded by Jeanne McLam. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 13. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Three Hundred Dollars 

($300.00) to Northeast Kingdom Learning Services, Inc.?  

• Concetta Pircher moved the article as warned. Seconded by Jeanne McLam. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 14. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) to Northeast Kingdom Youth Services? 

• Mona Marceau moved the article as warned. Seconded by Charles McAlpine. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 15. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand One Hundred 

Dollars ($1,100.00) to Rural Community Transportation? 

• Merle Fitzgerald moved the article as warned. Seconded by Mona Marceau 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 16. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of One Thousand Two Hundred 

Dollars ($1,200.00) to Umbrella Inc.? 

• Concetta Pircher moved the article as warned. Seconded by Caroline Demaio. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 17. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Two Hundred Eighty Dollars 

($280.00) to the Vermont Center for Independent Living? 

• Brynn Evans moved the article as warned. Seconded by Kathleen Monroe. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 18. Shall the Town of Barnet appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Dollars 

($4,000.00) to the West Barnet Senior Meal Site? 

• Roseann Leute moved the article as warned. Seconded by William Biddle. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 19. Shall the Town of Barnet, Vermont enter into a communications union district 

(CUD) to be known as NEK Community Broadband, under the provisions of 30 
V.S.A. Chapter 82? 

• Mona Marceau moved the article as warned. Seconded. 
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• Kathleen Monroe, who represented Barnet in this initiative, spoke about the proposed CUD, as 
described in the report appearing on pages 86 and 87 of the Town Report. Ms. Monroe also 
answered several questions from the voters.  

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 20. Shall the Town vote to exempt from taxation the property owned by the Barnet 

Historical Society located at Barnet Center, for a period not to exceed five (5) 
years, pursuant to 32 VSA § 3840? 

• David Warden moved the article as warned. Seconded by Roseann Leute. 

• Sarah Cook moved to amend the motion to exempt from taxation for one year rather than five years, 
pending the outcome of the Australian ballot portion of 2020 Town Meeting. Seconded. 

• Roseann Leute spoke regarding the exemption, answering several questions from voters. 

• Sarah Cook’s motion to amend the original motion failed by voice vote. 

• David Warden’s original motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 21. To see what arrangements the Town will vote for the collection of its taxes, and 

its portion of taxes for Caledonia Cooperative School District, and by what 
lawful official for the ensuing year. 

• Jonathan Carpenter moved that taxes become due and payable in hand to the town Treasurer during 
business hours on or before October 17, 2020, with said taxes to be actually received by the said 
Treasurer on or before the due date without regard to postmark; and thereafter said taxes shall be 
payable to the Collector of Delinquent Tax with interest at the rate of 1% per month or fraction 
thereof, for the first three months, and thereafter at the rate of 1 ½ % per month or fraction thereof, 
plus the collector’s fee of 8% as provided by law. Seconded by Dennis Kauppila. 

• Motion was passed by voice vote. 
 
ARTICLE 22. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise to defray the expenses 

and liabilities of the Town for the current year. 

• Selectboard member Benjamin Gates moved to raise the sum of $1,642,288.62 for the General Fund 
budget. Seconded by Mark Bowen. 

• Celina Wright asked about the tax delinquency of Great River Hydro, as reported on page 34 of the 
Town Report. 
o Moderator Dennis McLam reported that the tax was delinquent, but has been paid.  

• Benjamin Gates’s motion to raise the sum of $1,642,288.62 for the General Fund budget was passed 
by voice vote.  

 
ARTICLE 23. To transact any other business that may legally come before the meeting. 

• Jay Sprout spoke about a proposed 2021 appropriation request for Habitat for Humanity, for which 
he would be circulating a petition. 

• Transfer Station employee Shirley Warden spoke about the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management 
District budget vote being held by Australian ballot the day of this meeting.  

• Dana Young asked about tax delinquencies on page 34 of the Town Report, asking why there are 
some that are as many as seven or eight years old.  
o Town Agent Steven Adler spoke about the tax collection policies of the town and options 

available in extreme cases. 
o Sarah Cook spoke, indicating that a bankruptcy may be delaying collection of some of the older 

delinquencies. 
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a. Non-binding discussion of items to be voted on by Australian ballot. 

• Mark Bowen asked about the composition of the Building Committee. 
o Building Committee Chair William Graves spoke about the formation and 

composition of the Building Committee. He suggested that those interested in joining 
the committee should speak to the Selectboard.  

• Gail Warnaar spoke about the condition and status of existing Town properties, and 
suggested that the Selectboard have more assistance in the oversight and care of 
properties.  

 

• Merle Fitzgerald moved to adjourn. Seconded by David Warden.  
o Motion was passed by voice vote. Meeting adjourned 11:21 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Dennis McLam, Moderator 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Dylan Ford, Selectboard Co-Chair 

 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Attest:  Benjamin Heisholt, Town Clerk 

 


