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Barnet School Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 11, 2014 

Barnet School 
 

Members in Attendance: Louis Bushey, Robert Farlice-Rubio, Shellie Samuels, Mary 

Skovsted, David Warden; Principal Shawn Gonyaw; Superintendent Mat Forest, Business 

Manager Pat Amsden; Dave Glentz Brush 
 

6:03 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Chair Shellie Samuels. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

The name of Dave Glentz Brush was added as the member of the public in attendance. A motion 

was made by Louis Bushey and seconded by Robert Farlice-Rubio to approve the minutes of the 

October 14, 2014 meeting as amended. The motion passed unanimously with no further 

discussion.          Approved 
 

Administrative Reports 
a. Business Manager Report. There was discussion on the allowable tuition and whether 

billing should be done; the Board instructed Pat to go ahead with that billing. There was 

discussion regarding the food service deficit. The $10,000 to be paid towards the deficit 

from the fund balance has been paid; a $23,000 deficit still remains in the food service. 

There was discussion on the payment of the bond and payoff of the boiler from the fund 

balance. There is $36,000 left on the boiler; Pat will explore how to pay that down. The 

first draft of the FY2016 budget, expense summary only, was discussed. The CCSU 

budget is not done so those amounts are level funded. The $45,000 for legal fees and the 

cost of the Tech Director need to be added. The new mandate for preschool (Act 166) is 

figured in as an increase in staffing by .5 FTE to make the program full time, and a one-

time cost for furniture. This results in a $38,000 increase but the furniture costs will not 

be included in future budgets. Parents can still choose to send their children to another 

preschool even if a full time program is offered at Barnet. In that case, Barnet is 

responsible for paying $3,000 toward the cost of that. Having a full time program might 

also draw in students from outside Barnet. Health insurance is increasing. There was 

discussion regarding food service and whether additional help is needed with the change 

to full time preschool. There was discussion regarding an amount left over from the 

FY2013 fund balance that was supposed to go into the long term maintenance fund. Pat 

will research this. There was discussion on how the $45,000 in CCSU legal fees would be 

split; Pat said it would probably be based on the assessment.  

b. Principal’s Report. There is a workshop by Nicole Bell on how to teach math based on 

common core. Principal Gonyaw mentioned that Mike could use some help on the roof 

project; Superintendent Forest will assist with this. There were no further questions on 

the Principal Report. 

c. Superintendent’s Report. There was a question regarding photo IDs for faculty and staff. 

This is a CCSU mandate for this year. Board members may get photo IDs if they wish to. 

d. Curriculum Report. There were no questions on this report.  

e. Special Services Report. There were no questions on this report. 

 

Public Input 
Mr. Glentz Brush suggested having extra help in the cafeteria and said that he would prefer not 

to have a student volunteer for this. He liked the suggestion of having community volunteers fill 

this need. He suggested that Barnet has a problem regarding volunteers. He has volunteered at 
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school and felt he was in the way. It is beneficial for the school to have community volunteers 

and someone should be in charge of volunteer management and volunteer opportunities could be 

posted in the newsletter. There was discussion regarding public input and if members of the 

public are allowed to ask questions during discussion of an agenda item or only during the public 

input portion of the meeting. Superintendent Forest reminded everyone that any public input 

should be addressed to the Board chair. Board Chair Shellie Samuels said members of the public 

are encouraged to speak at any time. 
 

New Business 

a. Salary schedule changes. Pat Amsden explained the language in the contract regarding 

salary increases does not match the salary table which was attached to the contract. This 

does not allow for teacher salary increases. A motion was made by David Warden and 

seconded by Robert Farlice-Rubio to allow the 3% increases as outlined in the contract. 

There was on further discussion and the motion passed unanimously. Approved 

b. First Read – Staff/Student Conduct and Boundaries Policy. There were no questions 

regarding this policy. The policy will go to the CCSU Board for a second read and for 

approval.  

c. Negotiation Committee. David Warden will remain on the committee. Robert Farlice-

Rubio will be backup. Superintendent Forest discussed a proposal from Guy Pearce that 

language in the contract be negotiated by Superintendent Forest and Mr. Pearce before 

bringing the contract before the committee. The other three Boards have agreed to do 

this. Following this discussion, a motion was made by David Warden and seconded by 

Robert Farlice-Rubio to authorize Superintendent Forest to negotiate language in the 

proposed contract with Guy Pearce prior to the contract being reviewed by the 

negotiation committee for approval. There was further discussion regarding the length of 

the contract and the need to have health insurance benefits a separate piece and not 

negotiated for three years. Following this discussion, the motion passed unanimously 

with no further discussion.       Approved 
 

Old Business 
a. Transportation. Superintendent Forest met with the owners of JPI to discuss some of the 

recent issues with bussing. Superintendent Forest and Principal Gonyaw are working on 

procedures for bus behavior and discipline, based on a PBiS approach. 
 

Future Agenda Items 
Budget  

CCSU Policies Review 

ELOP coordinator presentation (Donna) 
 

Adjournment 
A motion was made by Louis Bushey and seconded by Robert Farlice-Rubio to adjourn the 

meeting. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  

           Approved 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ellen Hinman, Recording Secretary 
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